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 Dr. Phelps graduated from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, in 

1997 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Environmental Engineering.  He then entered 
the UCLA School of Dentistry as a Regent Scholar.  While a full-time dental student, Dr. 
Phelps also pursued graduate research in bone biology at the UCLA Dental Research 
Institute.  In 2001, Dr. Phelps earned both his Doctor of Dental Surgery Degree and 
Master of Science Degree in Oral Biology. 

 
Dr. Phelps continued at UCLA for his specialty training in Orthodontics.  He completed 
his Orthodontic Residency in 2003 with specialty certificates form both the UCLA School 

of Dentistry and the UCLA Center for Health Sciences.  During orthodontic residency, Dr. Phelps added more 
research data to his Master’s Thesis and the results were published in 2005 [PMID: 16075364 (PubMed - 
indexed for MEDLINE)]. 
 
After graduating in the summer of 2003, Dr. Phelps moved back to his home town of San Jose and started an 
orthodontic practice.  He specializes in orthodontic treatment for both children and adults.  Dr. Phelps enjoys 
teaching and received accreditation from the California State Dental Board to lecture to Dental Professionals 
on various aspects of dentistry.  Dr. Phelps routinely gives presentations to dentists, hygienists, and dental 
assistants on topics including orthodontics, digital imaging, and dental anomalies. 
 
Dr. Phelps had unique educational opportunities while at UCLA.  Both the dental school and the orthodontic 
residency invited Dr. Phelps to participate in the admissions process for new students.  The dental school 
reviewed ~1300 applications from college students across the country for roughly 95 spots for the entering 
class of dental students.  The orthodontic residency program reviewed hundreds of applications for just a 
handful of positions in the entering class of orthodontic residents.  The admissions committees offered great 
insight into the competitive nature of higher education. 
 
Dr. Phelps and his wife, Suzanne, both grew up in the San Jose/Los Gatos area.  They have three children.  
Cade and Chandler (boy/girl twins) were born in 2000, while Eric was a dental student at UCLA.  Their 
youngest child, Dane Christian Phelps, was born on 12/21/2004 and passed away on 6/25/2008.  Dane had 
a severe skin condition that also affected his heart.  The Phelps Family is blessed with an Angel in Heaven 
and they find great comfort in their Christian faith. 
 
Dr. Phelps graduated Summa Cum Laude from California State Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo with 
a BS degree in Environmental Engineering.  Dr. Phelps was a Regent Scholar at UCLA graduating Cum 
Laude from the UCLA School of Dentistry while simultaneously earning a Master Degree in Oral Biology.  Dr. 
Phelps and his family are proud members of St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church.  Dr. Phelps is also a proud fan 
of the San Francisco 49ers, The San Jose Sharks, the San Franscisco Giants and, of course, the Valley 
Christian Warriors! 
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